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U o the particular cons
. In 1869 acon-
French Go‘\'ern-
MY nieh proposed to lay o
-ui-‘h:rlﬁl ¢ (l France to the
\ ¢ time there was @
o acetion between the United
"”"_ﬂ'nm.,.n; of Europe through
1 the COTUE At Retain at eitber end
."II‘I~Il=\l, the ﬂ,'\[]irl"] Or an asmtn‘
" had at large outlsy of capital aud
' jemoastrated the practicability
T . e h means o[cnmmuaimﬁon.
= trespoudence by this agency
¢ not 100 jarge at the time
! emuneration for 8O hazardous
> ‘.\-.:n an enterprise, 1t was, how-
: ¢t ¢harge upon a mexns of com-
2 hich the progress in the social
. iptercourse of the world
BT, necessity, and the obtainiug
L ach concession showed thas other
i qt - Iready juvested was ready
o competition with assurance of
e re urn for i's outlay. Impressed
¢ copyiction that the interests not
3 e peeple of the United States, but
c O rd at large, demanded, or
uand, tbe multiplication  of
means o commuuication - between
¢ ntinents, I was desirous that the
‘-.. 1 eonnoction should be madE, but
- ivons of this concession were
L TR AL me to be oljceiionable, particu-
¥ ¢ which zave for 8 Lng term of years
M cusive right of telegraphie communi-
. by submarine cable, between the
Y ee of France and the United Siates, 1
¢ conerde that any power shonld
et to land a cable on the shores
;o Crie ! States and al the same time
" twe Unpited States, or to its citizens
o-, a0 equul Tight to land o cable on
I'se right to control the condi-
Living of a cable within the ja-
waters of the United Stales, to
Lores with those of any foreign
sootons exelusively to the Government
United States, under such limita-
conditions  as  Congross mmay
~1u the absence of legislation
pores 1 was unwilling on the oue
40 u foreign State the right to say
«-untees might land on our shores
donied a similar right to our peeple
! i.s shoresy and on the other band
] & - luetant to deny to the great interests
i ovp worid and of civilizition the facilities
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©+ of the eable on condition that the offen-
~ve mopopols feature of the concession be
pdoned, and that the right of amy cable
in nuy be established by authority of
«« sovernment to land upon Freoch terri-
tor, and to conueet with French land-lines
1% all the necessary faeilities or privi-
dent to the use thereofl upon as
i rmus as any other company, be con-
. A~ the result thereof the company in
u renounced 1he exelusive privilege,
o rep-esentative of Fraoce wasioform-
i, understanding this relinquish-
it to be construed as granting the
reciprocity and equal facilities
| itk bad been demanded, the oppo-
| sition to the landing of the cable was with-
{ drawn. Thecable, under this French conces-

¢ oo, was ianded in the month of July, 1869,
© | uud bas been an efficient and valuable agent

¢! eommuunication between this country and
1e other continent. 1t soon passed under
the control, however, of those who Lad the
patsgement of the cable connecting Great
Briain with this comtivent, and thus
whatever benefit to the public might bave
en-uod from competition between the two
lines was lost, leaving only the greater facil-
itie= of an additional live and the additional
geeurity in ease of accident to oue of them.
But thee increased fucilities and this addi-
tionu! security, together with the control of
the combined capital of the two companies,
gave aiso greater power to prevent the fu-
ture construciion ‘'of other lines, and to limit
the control of telegrapbic communication
between the two conlipenis to those possess-
ing the lines already laid. Within a few
months past a cable hus been laid, known as
tue United States Direet Cable Compaoy,
conueeting the United States directly with
Greut Britain. As soon as this cable wos
reported to be laid and in working order the
rates of the then existing consolidated com-
panies were greatly reduced, Soon, how-
¢ver, @ bresk was announced in this new
catle, and immediately the rates of the other
line, which bad been reduced, were again
raisd. This cable being now repaired, the
rates appear not to be reduced by either
line from these formerly charged by
the consolidated companies, There is
reason to believe that large amounts of
eapital both at home and abroad are ready to
soeh profituble investment in the advance-
ment of this useful and most civilizing
means of intercoursé and correspondence.
They await, however, the assurance of the
mesns and couditions on which they may safe-
Iy be made tributary to the general good. As

these cable-telegraph lines connecl separate |
Suites there are guestions as to their organl- |

zation and contrgi which probably ean be
best if not solely settled by conventiog be-
tween the respective States, In the absence,
however, of internationul conventions on
the subject, municipal legislation may secure
many poinls which appear to me important,
if not indispensable, for the protection of the
public aguinst the extortions which may re-
sul! from a mounopoly of the right of operat-
ing cable telegrams or from a combination
hetween several lioes,

First. No line should be allowed to land
on the shores of the Unlted States under the
concession from another power which does
pot sdmit the right of any other line or
| ues formed in the United Stales to land
and freely conpect with and operate through
its lapd-lines.

Second. No line should be allowed to
lind on the shores of the United States
which 18 not, by treaty-stipulation with the
(iovernment from whose shores it proceeds,
o by prohibition in it charter, or otherwise
tu the ~alisfaction of this Government, pro-
hihited from consolidating or amalgamating
with any other cable-telegraph line, or com-
bining therewith for the purpose of regulating
snd maintaleing the cost ot telegraphing.

34, Alllines should be bound to give pre-
ctdence in the transmission of the official
messages of the Governments of the two
countries between whicn it may belaid.

4th, A power should be reserved to the
two Governments, either coojointly or to
each, a3 regards the messages dispatched from
ils stores, to fix a limit to the charges to be
demanded for the transmission of messuges.

1 present this subject for the earnest con-
sideration of Congress.

In the mean time, and unless Comgress
otherwise direct, I sball nos oppose the
livding of any telegraph-cable whieh c¢om-
plies with and assents to the points above
cuumerated, but will feel it my duty to pre-
vent the lunding of any which does not con-
form (o the first and second points as stated,
aod which will not stipulate to concede to
this Government the precedence in the
transmission of its official messages and will
uol enter into a sstisfactory arrangement
With regard to its charges.

FEAUDULENT NATUBALIZATION AND EXPATRIA- |

TION.
_ Among tke pressing and important sub.
Jeets to which, in my opinion, the attention |
of Congress should be directed are those re-
{mug te fraudulent naturalization and expa-

filion, : ]
‘The United States, with great liberality,
offers its citizenship to all who in good faith
comply with the requirements of law.
bese requirements are as simple and upon

s favoraple terms to the emigrant as the
Ligh privilege to which he is admitted can
¢r skould permit. I do not propose any ad- |
ditional requirements jto those which the
Lw demapds; but ibe very simplicity
aud the want of mecessary formality:
in our law have wade fraudulent nalu-
ralization not infrequent, to the discredit
und ivjury of alk bonest citizens, whetber
vative or paturalized. Cases of this charae..
ler sre contipualiy being brought to-the-no-|
lice of the Government by our gepresentas i
Uives ubrosd, and also. those of . p $.resiey

L UL [u other countries mo3 € uently.

Those_who, if
country long eno
come naturalized

legislation looking to the redemption of the

ot

avoiding . all: dutfes
A

“10. - the
cand

vot be held by fraud or in de-

it' has been ' brought to the
of the,’ Government that

of naturalization are .. beld,

psrties who admit that not only they were
not within the Uplted ‘States at the time of

the pretended naturalization, dut ‘that they
bave never resided in the United States: ' In
others the certificate and ‘record of the
court shew onh thelr ‘face that the person
claiming to be paturalized badinot resided

the required time in the United States; io
others it is admitted; upon examioation, that
the requirements of law, have not been com-

plied with, In some cases, even such certifi-

cates have been matterof purchase. Theseare
pot isolated-case3, arlsingat rdre intéryals,
but of common occurrence, and which ‘are
reported from all guarters of the globe,
Such occurrences cannot and do not fafl to
reflect upon the Government and. inspire ali
honest citizens. Such a fraud beiog discov-
ered, however, there is no practicable means.
within the: control of the Government by
which the record of naturalzation ‘can’ be
vacated ; and should the certificate be taken
up, 2 it usually is, by tbe diplomatic .and
consular representafives of the’Government
to whom it may have been presented, there is
nothing to prevent the ‘person claiming to
have been naturalized from obtaining a new
certificate from the court in place of that
which bas been taken from bim. 'The evil
has become so great and of such frequent
occurrerce that I canoot too earnestly recom-
mend that some effective measures be adopted
to provide a proper remedy snd means for
the vacating of auy record thus fraudulentiy
made and of punishing the guilty parties to
the transaction. lu this connection I refer
also to the question of expatriationand the
clection of pationslity.

The United States was feremost in up-
bolding the right of expatriation, and was
principally instrumental in overthrowing the
doctrine of perpetusl allegiance. Congress
has declared the right of expatriation to be a
patural snd inherent right of ali people;
but while many other nations have enacted
laws providing what formalities shall be
necessary te work a change of allegiance the
United States has enacted no provisions of
law, and bas in po respect marked out bow
and wheo expatriation may beaccomplished
by its citizens. Instances are brought to the
atteation of the Government where citizens
of the United States, either nataralized or
native-born, bave formally become citizens
or subjcets of foreign powers, but who,
pevertheless, in the absence of any provisions
of legislation on this question, when involved
in difficulties, or when it seems to be
to their interest, claim to be " citizens
of the Upited States and demand the
intervention of &8 Goveroment which they
bave long since abandoned, and to which for
years they bave rendered no service nor held
themselves in any way amenable. In otber
cases paturalized citizens immediately after
naturalization have returned to their pative
country; bave become engaged in business;
haveeccepted offices or pursulis inconsistent
with American citizenship, and evince Do
intent to return to the Unpited States until
called upon to discharge some duty to
the couptry where they are residing,
when at once they assert their citizenship
and call upon the representatives of the Gov-
ernment to aid them in their unjust preten=-
sions. It is but justice to all bona jfide citi-
zens that no doubt should .exist .on such
questions, and that Copgress sbould deter-
mine by enactment of law how expatriation
may be accomplished and change of citizen-
ship be established.

PROTECTION OF AMERICAN WOMEN,

I also invite your attention to the neces-
sity of regulating by law the status of Ame-
rican women wh¥ may marry foreigners,and
of defining more fully that of children born
in a foreign country of American parents
who may reside abroad, and also of some
further provision regulating or giving lezal
effect to marrisges of American citizens con-
tracted in foreign countries. The corre-
spondence submilted berewith shows a few
of the constantly-occurring gquestions on
these points preseated to the consideration
ol the Government, There are few subjects
to engage the attention of Congress on which
more delicate relations or more important
interests are dependent.

ARCHIVES AND VALUABLE PAPERS PROPERLY
CARED FOR,

In the month of July last the building
erected for the Department of State was
taken possession of and occupied by that De-
partment. Iam happy to announce that the
archives and valuable papers of the Govern-
ment in the custody of that Department are
now safely deposited and properly cared for.

REVENUE AND FINANCE. 3
Thereport of the Secretary of the Treasury
‘shows the receipts from customs for the fiseal
iyear ending June 80, 1874, to have been
$163,108,833 69, and for the iiscal year ending
‘June 80, 1875, to have been $157,167,722.85—
‘a decrease for the last fiseal year of 5,936,
111.84 Receipts from internal revenue for
the year ending 80th of June, 1874, were
$102,409,784.90, and for the year ending 30th
of Juae, 1875, $110,007,493.58 ;. increase, $7,-
597,708.65, :
The report also shows & complete history
of the workings of the Department for the
last year, and contains recommendations for
reforms and for legislation which I concur
in, but cannot comment on so fully as I
should like to do if space would permit, but
will confine myself to a few suggestions
which I look upon as vital to the best
interests of the whole people. Coming
within the purview of * Treasury,” I mean
specie-resumption. Too much stress cannot
be laid upon this question, and 1 hope Con-
gress may be induced, at the earliest day
practicible, to insure the completion of the
act of the last Congress at its last session to
bring aboutspecie-resumption * on and after
the first day of January, 1878,” at farthest.
1t would be a great blessing if this could be
consummated even at an earlier day. - Noth-
ing seems.to me more certain than thata full,
healthy,and permanent refiction cannot take
‘place in favor of the industries and financial
welfare of the country until we return to.a
measure of values recognized throughout
the civilized world. = While we use & cur-
rency not equivslent to this standard—the

comes a commodity like tke products of the
soll, the surplus seeking a market wherever |
there is a demsnd for it, ; Under our present
‘gystem we should want none, nor would we
have any were
be paid in coin,
to pay ioterest on the public debt in
coin the yield of precious ‘metals would{
flow out for the purchase of foreign produe- |
tions, and leave the United States * hewers
‘ot wood and drawers of )
wiser legislation on' the subjects of fivance |
by the nations with whom'we have dealings. |
‘T'am fot. prepared to fay _
the best legiglation to secare the end most |
'heartily recommended. It will bea soarce |
of great gratifieation to me to:be abie {0 ap=
prove .any ~measure of

effectively toward secuting resumption.
Hmited inflation would probably briogabout'f.
specie-payments more speeauy than any

legal-tenders in coin, but it would be at the
expense of -honor... The jegal-tenders would
have; no: ‘value hepioml I.::‘:‘siiing .g;m&:lta t}?é ¢
bilities, or, properly speakiog, repudiating y
them. | Thev would  buy nothing after their
debts were  settled. - 2 :
There are s few measures

which' seem to
we importaot in this connectiop, and which
1 commend to yourearnest consideration. ‘A
repea} of s0 much of the e al-tendéx ack as
mskes these ‘nofes geceivable for debtscon |
tracted” after a date to be “fixed in the ack
itself, ssy not laterthan the 1st of January,
BT e, St Gelitjous ones. - Gold woul
real values, pot ficlitjous‘ones. Gold wo
no Jonger'bé st & premiom, bnt eurrency at

a discount. A healtby refiction would set in

, have genenily not much
AL . ue!
overpassed that period, nnd—‘hiﬂt“-’émhed t: :
the country of thelr'erigld, where they |gin of
reside, ¥
United  States . by: their
claiming to be exempt from'nil duties to the
country of thelr pativity  and of thelr resi |
dence by reason of their alieged naturaifza-
tion. It is due to this Government itseif,
and to the t mass of the nataralized eltl-
zens, who entirely, both in bame and ia fa
become eitizens of the United Statew; that the
high prml?e of citizanship of the United
States shoul

rogation of the laws end the good name. of
e¢very honest citizen.' On - many : occas
tiovs
knowledge
certificates
and protection of interference elaimesd, by

and because of the pledge | chinery _ ;
effective. This constitutes s fleet of .more

{Alantjc - coast,
water”” because of | broug:t to this
'practical application of what could be spared

that I can suggest | few years,

of Congress looking |straitened the _ s ordioary
' . ;U:ﬁ iexpenilitures, and as far a3 the iron-clads are

‘foree of the navy,
/less satisfactory,
i great
‘foree.

‘foree 18 essentia] to oux positior
;ofmnm' :lueipleu
 the. wﬁlg‘, sphere of nationsl responsibili-’
Lies. sup-
'port of this branch of the’service forthe"
' pext yesr amount to-a little Jess Ju- the~ags
‘gregale: Ay
| year
then have quotations at as T objéc
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ving
cladses who work
wobld: receive
because - extra - profit
bé charged " by -the capitalist to
pensate .for the risk of a downw
tustion in ‘the’ walus of the  eurrency,

.

be anthorized to redeem; say not to exceed
iwo million dellars monthly of legal:tender’
notes by issulng: in their stend o )
bearing interest at the rate of 365 per cent.
per anpum, of denominations ranging: from
.:m{_ .dollars. to .one. thousand doilars eaeh.
This would o time ‘reduce the legal:tender
notes to a volunie that-could be kept sficat
without demarding redemption in large
sums studdenly, ‘! Third. That additional
power be given tothe Secretary of the Trea-
sury to accuaulate gold for finsh redemption
either by increasing revenue,.curtailing ex-.
penses, or both, . Itis preferable:to do both;
and I recommend thata reduction of expen-
g':it?hmtb? mldﬂe wlgrever it ‘can be done
writhout .impairing Goverpment-obligations,
o crippitog the dge ex<ontion thereol Obe
mesasure.for increasing tbe revenue, atd the:
only one I think of,is: the resforition of the.
duty on tea and coffee.  These dutles would.
add - probably -$18,000,000 to . the present.
soiount received from fmports, aod would.
in no way increasq the prices paidfor these
articles by ‘the consumers. ‘These’ srtigles
are_‘the “products of ‘countries collecting
revenue from exports, and. Bs: we, :the
largest consumers, reduce the “duties they
proportionally increase them. With this
addition—to the revenne many du'ies wow.
collected, and which give but sn Insignificant
return for the cost” of collection, might
be remitted, and to the direct advantage
of consumers at bome, I would meotion
those articles which enter into manufac-
tures of all sorts. All duty paid npoa such
articles goes directly to the cost of the arti-
cles when manpufactured here, and must be
‘paid for by the consumers. These duties not
only come from the consumers at bome, but
act a8 a protection to the foreign manufac-
turers of the same completed articles in ovl
own and distant markets. 1 will suggest,
or mention, another sutject bearing upon
the problem of how to enuble the Secretary
of the Treasury to accumulate balances : It
is to devise some better metbod of verifying
claims against the Government than at pre-
sent exists through the Court of Claims—
especially those claims growing out of the

late war. Nothing is more certain
than that & very large percentage
of the amouvts passed apd paid are

either wholly fraudulent or are far in excess
of thereal losses sustained. The large nmount
of losses proven, on good testimony, accord-
ing to existing laws, by affidavits of fictitious
or unscrupulous persons, to have been sus-
tained on small furms and pluntations, are
pot only far beyond the possible yield of
those places for any one year, but, as every

ing the soil, and who bas visited Lbe scenes
of these spoliations, are, in many instzoces,
more than the individual claimants were ever
worth, including their personal and real
estate. The report of the Attorney-General,
which will be submitted to Congress at an'
early day, will contain a detailed_history ol
awards made and of claims pending of the
class here referred to.
MILITARY AFFAIRS.

The report of the Secretary of War, ac-
companying this message, gives a detailed
account of army operations for the year just
passed, expenses for mainteoance, etc., With
recommendations for legislation, to which 1
respectfully invite your attention. To some
of these 1 invite special attention: First.
The pecessity of making three bundred thou-
sand dollars of the appropriation for thesub-
gistence department available before the be-
ginning of the pext fiscul year, Without
this provision troops at polnts distant from
supply-production must either go without
food or the existing law must be violated.
Itis not attended with cost to the Treasury.
Second. His recommendation for the epact-
ment of a system of annuities for. the fami-
lies of deceased officers. by the voluntary de-
ductions from the monthly pay of officers.
This, again, is not attended with burden
upon the Treasury, and would for the future
relieve much distress, which every old army
officer has witnessed in the past of officers
dying suddenly, or being killed, leaying fami-
lies without even the means of reaching their
friends, if fortunate to have friends to aid
them. Third. Therepeal of the law abolish-
ing mileage, and a return to the old system.
Fourth, The trial with torpedoes, under the
corps of engineers, and appropriations for
the same. Should war ever occur between
the United States acd any maritime power
torpedoes will be among if not the most
effective and cheapest auxiliary for the de-
fence of harbors, and also in aggres-
sive operations, that we can haye. Hence
it is advisable to learm by experiment

well as effect. Fifth. A permanent organiza-
tion for the Signal-Servicz Corps. This ser-
vice has now become a necessity of peace as
well as war under the advancement made by
‘the present able management. Sixth. A re-
.newal of the appropriation for compiling the
official records of the war, etc. <

' THE NAVY,

The condition of our navy at this time isa
subject of satistaction. It does not contain,
it Is true, any of the powerful crofsing iron-
clads which made so much of the maritime
;strenglth of some other nations, but neither
‘our continental situation nor our foreign pol-
fcy requires that we should bave a large num-
ber of ships of this character; while the sito-
‘ation and the natore of our ports combineto
make-those of other nations little dangerous
'to us under apy circumstances. -Our navy
‘does contain,however, a considerable number
iof .iron-clads of the monitor. class, which,
‘though not properly cruisers, are powerful
'and effective for harbor defence and for ope-
‘rations near our own shores. Of these, all
the sipgle-turretted ones, fifteen in number,
have been substantially rebuilt—their rotten
wooden beaws replaced with iron, their
hulls streogthesed, and their engines and
machinery thoroughly repaired—so that they-
‘are now in.the most eflicient condition and
‘ready for sea a3 800D s they can be manned
and put in commission, The five double.
turretted -iron-clads belonging to our navy,
‘by far the most powerful of our ships for
fighting purposes, are also in band  under-
‘going complete repairs, and could be ready
for sea in periods varying from four
‘to six. months. Wilh . these completed
according  to ‘the present design, fnad
‘our two iron-turretted boats now ready,
‘our iron-clad feet will be, for the purpose of
defence at home, equal to any foroe that can
readily be broughtagainst it. Of our wooden
navy, also cruisers of various sizes to the
number of sbout forty, including those now

world’s recognized standard—speele be- | in-commission, are in the-Atlantic, and eould
'be ready for duty as fast as men could be en:
listed for those mnot already in commission. |;

Of these, one third are-in effect new ships;

and though some of the remainder need
it not that customs-dues must | ‘considerable repair to their boilers and ma-

they ali are, or can readily be made,

than - fifty ‘war-ships,: of which " fifteen
re ~iron-clads, now in °bhand: on the
The . 'nayy’~ has. 'been

froin the current appropriations.ofthe"last.
and from that made to'meet the
{bla-emergency of two' years ‘ago.” It
hag beea done quietly, without proclamation.
or display, and. though -it- has necessarily:
Départment in”its ordinsry

concerned has added nothingto the cruising
_yet_the resnlt is not the

because it iz-to befourd jlz
increase-of real rather than appdrens
The expenses incarred in the maio-"
tenance of an_effective naval force i all its
branches are necessarily large, DI

d.affects seriously the weig
and. policy '.t_h:fonght:lut

_estimates for: the regular sup-

2jort %mdﬁafmwggem
o eos polthutade 8 e ordioary

one knows who bas bad experience in till- }

their best construction and application as |

condition by-a judiclous and ||

ht | mendable * economy

therwise advance
n be spared from current ex
lemented by these, our pavy,

though peaceful nation.’

' . . ROST-OFPICE DEPARTMENT.
. “The! report of the Postauster-General,
herewith transmitted, gives a fall history of

pest. It will be observed that the defi-
ciency to be suppited from the geoeral tres.
sury increased over the amovetTequired for
the preceding year. In a.conntry so yast in
area-as- the United States, with large por-
tiops  sparsely. settled, it mustbe expected
that this {mportant service will be more or
less s burden upon the ireasary: for many

the public service which interests the whole
\people more than that of ebeap and rapid.

'ipart"ol' our territory.’ “Next to the frée
sehool the post-office is the great educator of
ithe people, and it way well seceive the sup-
i of ‘the Geperal Government. The
'subsidy of $150.000 _per . apaum given
to vessels of the United Btates for carrying.
ithe mails between. New York and .Rio
de Japeiro ‘having ; ceased. .om .
30th . -day :of ~September last we are
iwwithont direct mail facilities with tha South
iAferican States, ;Thia 18 greally to bere-
gretted, and I do not besitate to recommend
the autborization of & renewsl of that. con-
‘tract, and also that the-service “may bé in-
cressed from monthlyto semi-monthly tﬂ%-s.:
The commercial advantages’ 1o be gained by
& direct 1ire’ of ‘American , Steamers to ‘the’

expense of ‘the service. - By act of Congress,
approved March 3, 1875, aimost all " matter,

be sent.any distance through the mails in

packages pot exceeding four ponods fn
weight for the 'sum of  sixteen cents- per
pound. So far asthetransmission of real mailk-
matter goes, this would seem entirely proper,
rut I suggest that the law be so amended a8
to exclude from the mails merchandise of all
descriptions, and limit this transportation to
articles enumerated and A which may be
classed as mail-matter proper.

BLACK HILLS AND INDIAN AFFAIRS.

The discovery of gold in the Black Hills,
a portion of the Sloux reservation, has had
the effect to Inducea large emigration of
miners to thut point., Tous farthe effort

to protect the treaty-rights of the Indiausto

that section has been successful, but the next
year will certainly witness a Jarge increase of
such emigration.  The negotiations for the
relinquishmentof the gold.fields baviag failed,
it will be necessary for Congress to adopt
some measure to relieve the embarrassment
growing out of the causes mamed. The
Secretary of the Interior suggests that the
supplies now appropriated for the suste-
nance of the people being no longer obliga-
tory under the treaty of 1868, but simply &
gratuity, may be issued or withheld at his
dizcretion. The condition of the Indian
"Cerritory, to which I have referred in several
of my former annnal messages, remains prace
tically unchaoged. The Secrelary of the In-
terior has taken measures to obtain a fuall re-
port of the condition of that Territory, and
will make it the subject of a special report.
‘at an early day, It may ‘then be neces-
sary to make some further recommen-
dation in  regard : to  legislation for
the government -of. that Territory.

THE PATENT, OFFICE,

The steady growth und ineresse of the
business of the Patent Office indicates in
some meagure the progress-of the industrial
activity of the country. The receiptsof the
office are in excess of its expenditures, and
the office generally is in & prosperous and
satisfactory condition, ! = T

THE LAND OFFICE,
The report of the General Land Office
-shows that there were 2,459,601 acres less
disposed of during this than during the last
year, More than one half of this decrease
was io lands disposed of under the home-
.stead and timber-culture laws. The cause
‘of this decrease is supposed to be found-in
'the grasshopper scourge and the dronghts
which prevailed so cxlensively in some of
the frontier States and. Territories duripg
‘that time as to discourage and deter entries
by actunl settlers,
lesa by $690,322.23 thau during the preceding
year. The entire surveyed area of the publie
'domain is 630,233,004 acres, 'of which 26,-
077,631 were surveyed during the past year,
leaving 1,154,471,762 acres still nosurveyed.
The. report of the Commissioner presents
many interesting suggastions in regard. to
the management and disposition of the pub-
lic domain, and the modification of existing
laws, the apparent importanee of which

ation of Cangress.
. PENSIONS,
The :pumber.of pensioners:atill continues
to decrease, the highest number having been
‘reached during the year ending June 30,

were added to the rolle, and 12977 were
‘dropped therefrom, showing ‘a met decrease
of-1;420.— But while the number of-pension-
era has decreased, the annual,amount due on
the pension-rolls has ‘increased $44,788.13..
'This is caused by the greatly-increased ave-
rage rate of pensions, which, by the liberal

1$90.26 in 1872 to$103.91 in 1875-~to each in-
valid pepsioner un increase in the average
rate of 15 per cent. in the three years, Dus
'ring the year ending June 30,1875, there were
paid on account.of peusions, inciuding the
‘expense of disbursement, $29,683,116, being.
'$910,682 - less than was' paid the pre-
‘ceding ~ year.. This - reduction —in -the
amount of expenditures:-was produced
hy the «lecrease in the amount, of
arrcarages due on allowed claims and on pen-
sions, the rate of which was increased by
‘the legislation of the preceding session of

there were on the pension-rolls; 234,821 per-
sons,of whom 210,368 were army ‘pensioners,
105,478 belng invalids, and 104,885 widows
and dependent . relatives ;8,420 were navy,
pensioners, of whom 1,636° were invalids,
and 784 widows and dependent relatives;
21,098 were’ pensioners of the war of 1812,

were widows,” Itis estimated that $29,5685,-
000 will be'required for the payment of pen-
sions for the next fiscal year—an amount
$963,000 less than the estimate for the pre-
sent year. e

: TEE GEQLOGICAL BXPLORATIONS

have been prosecuted with energy durioy
the year, covering areas of about forty thou-
and «quare miles in the Territories of Colo-
rado, Utah. and New Mexico, developing the
agricultural and mineral resources god fur-
nisbing interesting scientific and topographi-
cal details of that region. = ° - ¢

! TREATMERT OF THE INDIANS,

, and with
bas

term- has been steadily pursu
satisfactory and encouraging results,’ : j
been productive of evident improvement fur
the condition ot that race, and will be:con-
tinued with'only such’'modifications as far-
ther experience may, indicate o.ba necessary.
"'¥HE CENTENNTAL EXHIBITION, = = '

| “The Board heretofore ‘appointed to' take
ichargeof :the articles and materials pertain-
ing:to the-War, the Navy, the Treasury, the.
Interior; and thesPost-Office Departments,
and - the -Department of - Agricolture, ‘the.
Smithsonisn Tustitate, and the: Commission
'of Food-fishes 10 be contribnted under-the
Tegislation of last-session to the international
exhibition to'be held at Philadélphia d
the centennial year 1876, has-been dil
the discharge ‘of the duties whieh have de-:
yolved upon it; and the, preparations so far
‘made with it command the ‘assaranee that
the govermental contributions “will be msde:

ob | one of the marked characteristics of tho -€x-
id | hibition, The:

'Board - has observed com-

erastion; of -a - building.-- for. ' the
iaxhibit, ~the - expense - ¢f

the
governmentat:
which it 18 |
gay eighty thonsand dollars. Phis:amonat
has beeu withdrawn under,the lay from the
epwoguations o 1, B0, S ntovae
i enls, W eaves: somo of- de
et t sufficiens maedns torender

s

of . ;
would, in my opiaion,

partmentd withou
e ey, anf bellead ta b6 T reanestive.p I eschibles comples
mpoiﬁ' 1:;& thlﬁ% SIt ndwmﬁsnmmheu’glﬁ
be wise ot once to ! international one,and the Government belng

 repairs, ‘which' must | in
slowly, and only us money

_ armed with | dis
'y, | the destructive wespons of modern warfare,
manned by our seamen, and In charge of our
| instructed ofilcers, will presenta force power-
{fal for the bome purposes of a responsible ¢
ey | mend e ‘estimates of she Board for the | fe

oog bond | Loe workings of thie departmeat for the year

\years to  come.” But there s mo-branch of |

transmisaion of the mails to'every inhabited

South American:States will far-ontweigh the | |

whether properly: mail-matter or. not, may:

The cash receipts were |

should insure for them the careful consider- |

1873. During the last year 11,557 names |’

legislation of Congr as incressed fi i
exial Congress, bas Iucressed from afford the opportunity of a good common~

‘Congress. At the close of the last fiscal year |

15,875 of whom were survivors, and 5,163 |

| _The method for.the treatment of the In-|]
dians adopted at ,t.ha.bggtqgjp%rpr my first | |
&

‘in”*the ~ ‘matter ' of g

‘egtimated ~ will ‘not ‘exceed | -

or Increditable partictpation by the Govero-
feelings - of our people’themselves, "I com:-
necessary- additionnl appropriations to the

powers of Europealmost
many -of ‘the ‘Soath
Eantiested thelr friondly senéit
ntfes eir friendly sentiments towards.
the United States and the fnterest’ of the
world in our progress by.taking steps, to join'
with'us incelebrating tha ‘ centénaisl of the:
uatios ; ‘and- I sirongly recommend: that s
more national ‘fosporiance be given to-this.
exhibition by such!legisiation snd by sueh
appropriations ‘as :will nsure its-'sdesess.
Its-¥a lo-our shores-innume=
rable usefui - com-

mingling of citizens of foreign
our own, and the interchange of’
@annhe&m’ﬂi,ﬁréx&éﬁ
outlay we may make, s 4.6l
{ _ TS DEPARTHENT OF AQRIGULTURE. .

1 transmit’ héréwith the reportrof: the:
the reports of the Comiasionassstbé Bsrd

‘the | of Audit,jand Lhe 2 1:7a8 ‘nut pertineat 1o this |
be it,jand tbe Board of Health of the b thit: questions-the J ;
estion being as to whatforfn of credentiol | The

Distriet of ‘Columbia; to “&fl°
yite.your atfention.- »
¥

plished much 10 disseminating usefal knowl-

of “which £ io-

ing new and usefal productions adapted, o,
continued eoconragement: of : the Goveras

ment. AP
CEDUCATION.,: . o o 30112 4]
‘catjon, which accempanies the report of sbe,
Searetary of the Interlor, shows a gratifying’
progress in edueationsl matters. .

©1 POLYGARY, ' L5
¢ In nearly every- annual  message that I
‘have had. the honor ot transmittiog  tg. Cog-
gresslhave called attention tothe adoma-.
lous, not to say scandalous. condition of;

bave asked for definite legislation to correct:
it.. That palygamy should exist in a free; en-
lightened, and Christian eountry, without
the power to punish so fl-grant a erime;
ngainst decency and, morality, seems pre’
posterous, True, there is no law to svstain
this unnatural vice, but what 13 needed isu law
to punish it a3 a crime, and at the same time
to fix the siaius of the innocent children the
offspring of this system, and cof the possibly
innocent plural wives; butas an institution
polygamy should be banished from the land.

THE CHINESE SCANDAL.
_ While this is being dope I invite the atten.
tion of Congress to another though perhaps
po less an evil—the importation of Chinese
‘women, but {ew of whom are brought to
our shores to' pursue honorable or useful
‘occupations,

PUBLIC . LANDS.
Observations while visiting the Territories
of Wyoming, Utah, and Colorado during the
past sutuma convinced me that existing laws
regulating the disposition of public lands,
‘timber, &c¢., and probably the mining laws
'themselves, are very defective, and should
'be caretnlly amended, and- at an early day.
Tu territory whege cultivation of the soil can
‘only be followed by irrigation, and where
irrigation is not practicable, the land can
ionly e used as pasturage,and this only
where stock can reach water to quench its
‘thirst, cannot be governed by the same laws
as to entries as lands, every acre of which.is
an independent estate by Itself. .

Land must be held in Iarger. quantities to
‘justify the expense of conducting water npon
it te-make It fruitful or to justify utilizing it
:as pastarage. - The timber in.'most- of the
Territories is principally confined to  the
.mountain regions, which are held for entry
in small quantities only and as mineral lands,
The timber ‘is the property of the United
‘States, for the disposal of which there is now
ino adequate law. The settler must become
ia consumer of this timber whether he lives
upon the plain or engages in working the
‘mines, hence ‘evéry man becomes either a
itrespasser himself or, knowingly, a patron of
‘trespassers. g T

My opportunities for observation were ot
isufficient to qualify me In recommending
'specific legisiation on these subjects, but I
ido recommend fhat a joint committee of the
‘two houses of Congress, sufficiently large to
ito visit all the minlog States and Territories
‘during the coming summer; and that the
committee shall report to Comgress at the
mext session sueh luws or amendments to
'laws as it may deem necessary to secure the
‘best interests of the Government and the
‘people of these Territories, who are doing so0
much for their development, :
| I am-sure the citiz2ns occupylug the terri-
tory described do not wish to be'trespsssers,
‘nor will they be'if legal ways are provided:
for.them.to become owners of these actual
necessities of thelr position, '~ '

; ” THE CONCLUSIAN.

As this will’be the last anuual ‘message
iwhich T shall have the bonor of transmitting
ito-Congress before my- suceessor is chosen, I
will repeat or reeapitulate:the questions

‘may be legislated ‘npon and settled' at this
session: . e AT
First. That the States shall be required to

school education to every child within thelr
limits, = ; : :
' Seéond, No sectarian tenets shall ‘ever bé
taught in any eehool supported in whole or

P

iceeds of any tax levied upon any community;
make - education compulsory .as far..as:to
deprive all persyns who cannof read and
‘write from becoming voters after the year,
1890; disfranchising ' none, bhoweyer, on
grounds of illiteracy who may be yoters ab
the time this amendment takes effect. .
Thsrd. ' Deciare Church and State forever
separate and distinct, but each free within

property shall bear its own’ proportion of
taxation. : ;
Fourth. Drive out ]
such as polygamy and "the importation of
‘women for illegitimate purposes.

To recur again to the centennial yesr, it
‘would seem as though now, as we are about
‘to begin the second century of our. national
existence, would be a most fitting time for
these reforms, .
Fifth, Enact such laws as will‘ insure a
speedy return to & sound currency—such as
will command the respect of the world.
. “Believing ‘that these views will commend

thinking and patriotic citizens of the Uni

! 'Wasgisorox, - December . T—Midnight,—.

ties 85 good doetrine and us setting fortls the
proper position for ihe United Siates.. This
ts‘o r 4 a:h,
publicans.
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“Tihe remarks on the 8ehoo
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regarded as & very degided.” ", .,
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i% || The avalapehe of spplications for positions | je
Representatives -con-| whl

tinues with ufiabstedzésl Tiere are at least ! 5:9
fity. applicants fori every plice,and at! i’: th

under-the -Hogse-of -

Az

nutmost there are nd

complele; state of slege, snd it will e
utterly fmpossible Tor them to give atteption |
dih part.of

, being made uronithem. . There
far {hiem ave slsiggs beyond ¢onntiog. .

2.1
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ment would be- bumiliating to the-patriotic |

powers, have. |’

‘The. Bureau“of Agriculture, ba aceom-|
edgeto theagriculturist, and also introdoe- |.

our soil and climate, and is worthy of th Lo

[ i

New York, — N0 ‘départmént
7“Iment had ever recognized McEhery.: wnd

| -The ¥eport of ‘the- Commissioner of. Bdt~| to which many

iwhich T deem of yital importance, which |

in'part by the ‘State, nation, or by the ‘pros ||

their proper spheres, and that all 'chureb |/

avowedly tbs might be 8 final settiem:
Did his honorable friend (Mr. Lamar) come,
bere now to head 8 movement 0 tLrampid on ;
thoe other side of that agreement sud fo re-fof
o {x 2t gt (gl
themseives to the great msjority of theright= | 2 comp

ro
ted | compromise Kellogg ag bl
ool L4 “Governor of Louisiapa. “He hoped) :

Democrats s well a3 Re- |\

gen
glom, mxma'n-'-orchnrclf.?'mi"?ﬂ":i%j“ bﬁed‘

ere inore thn,one or tWo'10 |
each demand. .-Tbe Virginia delegation faln |,

gift of eacli | -
s o

favorable eousideration of Congress. ‘Tbe | fon
I ) : " T o e P i

ngton, on Monday—
Mo WOOD, of New York,
Morey, of Louistana; sy :

i T

M

works.of art and-skill, the com- | Oiio,: to Mr. Goode, of Virginia:|
eountries an@ | Therefore: Mﬁemﬂm W;Eﬂ pers |

i e
e did not'prepose o raise:
who ww‘mlfabmnﬁr:ﬂ-m“

to
s

resented oo
ground  for spe

thieré wisno more oficisk

he gentiemdbn-(Ms W as -Governor of

rhmsit of the Govern.

ihe Homse last session, by .a.very; Jarge yote,
Democratie.

/genilemen on:the.

many -of; thew: apxions; that, the resolution,
should:pass, . had solemnly: recoguized, Kels
Togzas Gavernor of Lionisiapa., -Aund-forithe
gentieman from -New, York to.make a.8!8fea
ment that the-governarship,of Louisiana |
was still a.matter-of daubty or. was. still is |

Buspense,was to place the:House la.a. wroug

offairs existing in the Territory of Btah, and | Position.: He, thought that the elerk would.

have been;perfectly justified in tearing.upas.

woste paper the -credentials, sigoed. . by

McEnery. - He trusted that. the gentleman
from New York did pot wish to open the
'j:iwhole Louisiana ‘controversy on. this ques-
01, ; i N T i
Mr. WOOD replied that the papers in the
rase of all the members from Louigiana were,
themselves a snfficient answer for the gentle-
man ; for if - there was no possible question
ag to who was. the Governer of Louisiana,,
why was it that ali the metabers of that,
State bad deemed it necessary to obifin the
certificates of McEnery2 They. bad.: all
deemed it important to come here eclothed
with certificates from cach of these so-called
Governors, ‘ He did not-propose to raise In
this inquiry the qnestion as to who was or
way pot Governor of Louisiana. . The ques-
tion to be determined in the first place was
whether Mr., Morey presented credentials
that entitled him to a seat on this floor, .,
Mr. WHEELER, of New York, said be
had trusted that the question as to who was
Governor of Louisiana had been set atxes
at least until the next general electiop,.an
regretted tbat for a paliry advaotage it
shonld beagain raised. Not only bad Kel.,
logg been recognized as Governor. of . Lipulsi-
ana by the President of the. United States
and by both houses, but also byitbe people
‘of Louisiana .end by solemn statute passed
by its Legislature at its;extra session held
last April. : Besides, this man . Spencer. bad:
absolutely foreclosed himself by baving made
himself s contestant. : .
Mr. FRYE, of Maine: Is there on reeo
since the election: held in 1878 in the State 6f
Louisiana a sioglo official ‘act of -McEupery'
exeept this one of signiog ‘those certificates ?
Mr. WHEELER, of New York: Not one.
. +Mr, WOOD remarked that the question
settled Iust session bad been confined entire-
ly to the election of the Legislature, and not-
to the election of Goverpor, /! & =5
Mr, LAMAR, of’ Mississippi, said that-the
clerk of the House bad: made known to the:
House the existence of a cobtroversy not
only with reference to the merits of the
question, but:with reference to the prima
facie right to & seat in’ the House, ' The
House ' was in ‘possession of 'the fact that
there was such a controversy. " It mightbe a
very simple and a very iotelligible question,
but:still it was'n question’of law a8 to' wheth-:
er this certificate twas signed by the proper

‘be divided inte sub-committees, be organized | Goyernor or not. It had been 'crystaliized

intoa regular parliamentary law that a ques-
tion iovclying the prima facie rizht as. well
as the metits of a case thould be'referred to
the Committee on Elections.’ Fastindf T
Mr, BLAINE asked Mr. Lamar whether in
the" history of the Housé he kuew of any
case where the eredentials ‘or ' pseado cre:
dentials of & member; signed by % pretended
Governor, whohad never been recognized as
the Governor' by apy” department of the
Unnited States or by bis-own'State, had been
referred to a'committee, | He trustec that bis
friend (r: Lamr); with < his" well-known
moderation; would restrain’ his‘ party from

only ‘on State rights, of which be (r, Lsmar):
was such an‘exermplar and advoeate,

th

bt on

Mr. LAMAR remarKeil that the question
whetlier-one of “these” was' the pretended
Goyernor or ot was the very question to'be
Teferred to'thé committeest “1- o0 S
M¥, BLAINE: "Then' I 'tnderstand’“the
gentleman {0’ mean - that this“is the formal
opening of the whole Louisjana cage, and not
erely & giiestion as to'the seat of ‘the mem-

r? -

Mr. DANAR ' The gentléman simply ut-
derstands that'a guestion'which the ferk of
the House has remitted to the House (wheth-
er'or not it involves the’'other question, as (o
the vilidity of the gubernatorial iscumbent
of Latisfana) Is'a question which onght ot
of a member, bat ooght to be fo)
fefred o a committee, and  gravely
‘turely decided. =" '

2\

e

matter of history that last year, in what was
known as the Louisisna adjustment, it was

iconsed immorality, | perfectly. inderstood ‘that the vote of *the |
Housé declaring Kellogg to be
a fial settlement, dnd whetber

Governor was

ble gentleman from Georgis (Mr. Stephens),”
the gvery'Néﬁtor: of the Democratie party,'
had Dot voted with the Bepublicans Tn order
tbat it might be 8 fioal settlement,

“to'trample’'on’

‘the whole case? .~ Ry e
pfﬂ'; LAMAR admitted tbat there bad been
sromige ' Jast session, and that that

S nckoowledgs Kellogg aé the

Vi s 5 perml
S acaling. ek Whiebe

A et
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There i5. 0ot much comment ¢ongernipg the || .meﬁgw”ﬁwafwﬂm acoord- v
message to-night. ' 1t is remarked ag-a-docu- 2 lériof -

ment of some ability, snd the - portion of it | son e the Ho
felating to'Ciiba /i looked upon by alL par- | ment :

m-ml" s A

Capitol tawlsy by M.
“There were some apprehensions

|

in Be:

k|

; -.- e -’j : i

enzitied to the m"m;.-m the -aitim

oz of" ‘Jobo 'MeEnery -ds ‘Govervor! :.f ;
visiatia’ (Hanthere Wds- for ¢peaking of]

side -of the.,House were, eonsenting; and.|

placing on ‘the' record sbch an‘ountrage ‘not-

o riiles of ‘common decency a8 welL ' "] -

to'be decided foformally on the %’ﬁ;ﬂ;ﬁ

Mr. BLAINE asked wheétbier 1§ Was ‘net 8’

“thie venera: |

the contu
Comemittee-of

rivaies.of -the police foroe: iz T .
wenty-three, the same.to be commanded by
toree officers. Atthessameime it reduced
tbo.mmy of the privates .
larg. per-month - to, &ity; dollaray,
tion o five per cent.;in aecordan
recommendationof the Commities Hn Keonort
my;and iyt sl abbieor by
' 7An ‘ordinavce;sobatitnting » pald; five de<r
partment for the present volunteer.organi=y
zition .was, adopled,.. Pher: suggestion: was;
made at the. elose of: the:ﬂnmeﬁ: St yea
‘of .service in the zonual.repo
‘engineer, - Msjor+W, B
present companies are therefore
andthe organizition of the new: paid departs:
ment is assigned to three fire commissioners,s
consisting of the' following members:of-the:
Ceuncit:  J. W..Goodwse,:d. T. Parbamy:
and &. Andrew White, ' The ohjeet of ther
change istorenderthe departmentas
as: possible, and: as Mitle expensive,as: itis:
claimed that eight hundred and:fifty:dollaca:
can besaved every year by the substitutiona!
The: following proxies on the part of the!
city were appointed: to. repregent: the: stogk:
of the same in the anoual meetivg: of the:
stockholders of .the Atlantic, Mlmnﬁnplu& -
Ohio Rallroad ‘Company to-be held at Nope!
folk on the 234 finstanty  Hop. Wi E. €
Gregory (mayor, chalrman-of the 4
ex officio), Messrs, J. W. Goodwyn; ..
White, R. C.8cott, and G. B. Eaves. -~
Messrs. R. T Meade and - W, I} Barkley
were elected membats of the Board of Overs:
seers of the Poor, ' : ki S
- Rev. Dr. Jame# A. Duncan, who:bas been.:
in attendance on the North: CarolingiConfers:
ence, arrived in thils cliy to-day. on h;mye_
bomeward. HEgaak i et oNRRsYY
The bids which Colonel Craighill, thelete:
gineer ‘in‘ charge ‘of ‘the ‘Appomuttox: ifue!
provements, has lately sdvertised in theGove:
ernment papers is believed to hiave réferencel.
to the widening sud deepenrng of ‘the Poded
dledock cut; which hardly admits of ‘the: safe?
and ‘easy passage of heavier “craft. Thet .
dredge Rappdhannock;of Mr. Ferris'd floet;
arrived to-day from Crisfleld;” and Wil ats
once’ reiaforce the operations’ of that oohe.
tractor on the river. '’ B R CR
Purt ‘of the delegation' from this olty ta
the “Young Mer’s Christian® Assosta
Convention ‘at Staunton left’ to-dayfor thabi
| destinmtion 0s9+45. Ul o pd SeuaAiS. M
The Circuit Court was' In session to-dsy,’
and the importint’ éase of Vedable vs. the*
United States Goyernment was ‘called,"Col+*
onel ' W:' P, Burwell, for thé plalotilf, was’ *
preaent ; ‘but owlng ‘to the absence of ‘M.’
L. L, Lewls, attorney for ti2 defendaat, the™
case ‘was again postpones; 1 TS o
Adreary rain has been dgseaﬁdluiall. day’
long:” * 7Y R B0ATE: )

i

Lo

—_
B fwe 14 i

Died omthe 7ib instant,at twenly minutes past
11 o’clock, at his. residence, on mom W=
twegnnlf)lurgt“:nd Buker streets, EH ! 8 K.
a { yPars.. - ) drprexl Aile Hitle
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